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First Ordinary General Assembly - Preservation and strengthening of
the Catholic faith, its integrity, its force, its development, its doctrinal and
historical coherence (29 September-29 October 1967)

First Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops

In Session: 29 September - 29 October 1967

Synod Fathers: 197

Topic: “The Preservation and Strengthening of the Catholic Faith, its Integrity, its Force, its
Development, its Doctrinal and Historical Coherence”

Pope Paul VI stated the goals for this First General Assembly: “... the preservation and the
strengthening of the Catholic faith, its integrity, its force, its development, its doctrinal and historical
coherence”. One result of the meeting was a recommendation by the bishops, in light of the rise of
atheism, a crisis of faith and erroneous theological opinions, to set up an international commission
of theologians to assist the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith as well as to broaden a
discussion on approaches to theological research. In 1969 Pope Paul VI established the International
Theological Commission.

The Synod also called for a revision of the Code of Canon Law of 1917 in an attempt to make it more
pastoral and more contemporary in tone and emphasis. The work was subsequently begun by Pope
Paul VI and brought to completion under Pope John Paul II with the promulgation, in 1983, of the
revised Code of Canon Law.

The greater role of Episcopal Conferences in the renewal of seminaries and in priestly formation was
discussed and proposals submitted to the Pope. Certain procedures relating to mixed marriages,
recommended by the Assembly, were approved by the Pope in 1970, and various aspects of liturgical
reform were treated, many of which were implemented when the New Order of the Mass was
approved and put into effect in 1969.
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